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Appreciating the Joys and Embracing the Challenges 

 
Welcome to the 2015 annual seminar of the National Organization of 
Blind Educators (NOBE). We hope that our seminar today gives you 
an opportunity to learn some useful strategies, network with blind 
colleagues, and enjoy the many possibilities in this rich profession. 
We are glad you’ve joined us. As you await the beginning of our 
meeting, we hope you enjoy the following quotations about teaching:  
 

“A teacher affects eternity: he can never tell where his influence 
stops.” 
--Henry Adams 

“By learning you will teach; by teaching you will understand.” 
--Latin Proverb 

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative 
expression and knowledge.” 
--Albert Einstein 

“To me, education is a leading out of what is already there in the 
pupil's soul.”  
--Muriel Spark  

“A teacher's purpose is not to create students in his own image, but 
to develop students who can create their own image.” 
-- Author Unknown 

“One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with 
gratitude to those who touched our human feelings. The curriculum is 
so much necessary raw material, but warmth is the vital element for 
the growing plant and for the soul of the child.” 
-- Carl Jung 

“A teacher is a compass that activates the magnets of curiosity, 
knowledge, and wisdom in the pupils.”  
-- Ever Garrison 



Agenda 
 

1:00-1:30  Registration 
 
1:30-1:45  Welcome and Introductions 
 
1:45-2:20  Small group networking 
 
2:20-2:30  Small group wrap-up and share 
 
2:30-3:30  Successful Educators Past and Present 
Blind Educators share tips, tricks and take-aways from their time in 
the classroom. 
- Sheila Koenig, Transition Coordinator, State Services for the Blind, 
St. Paul, MN 
- Carla McQuillan, President NFB of Oregon, Executive Director, 
Main Street Montessori 
- Patricia Maurer, NFB Director of Community Relations, Baltimore 
MD 
- Dr. Norman Gardner, Professor of Corporate Finance 
 
3:30-3:40  What’s on the Website? 
Revisiting and improving our content. 
- Arthur Jacobs, Private Tutor, Kaplan, New York, NY; Treasurer, 
National Organization of Blind Educators 
 
3:40-4:00  Growing our Division 
Fundraisers, outreach and other ideas. 
 
4:00-4:15  Business Session and Elections 
 
4:15-4:20  Closing and Adjourn 
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